
 

  

 

World Nuclear Association press statement, 1 October 2014 

Swedish coalition’s energy policy out of tune with public opinion 

The shift to a more anti-nuclear energy policy in Sweden, as proposed by the emerging Swedish 
coalition of Social Democrats and the Green Party, is out of tune with public opinion and a bad 
example to the rest of the world, according to World Nuclear Association Director General Agneta 
Rising. 

The coalition policy would put additional charges on existing stations, aimed at forcing at least two to 
close in the near term. The new policy would also stop work aimed at developing new nuclear plants on 
existing reactor sites.1 

WNA Director General Agneta Rising said: 

“This seems to be very bad situation for Sweden because there is strong support for using nuclear power 
in the country and the electricity system is working very well.  

From regulation to the operation of nuclear power plants, to a fully-costed system for taking care of the 
waste, there are no major obstacles in the way of the system, which has worked well for more than 40 
years. “ 

The World Energy Council rated Sweden third out of 129 countries in its 2013 Energy Sustainability 
Index2, which considers the energy security, energy equity and environmental sustainability of each 
country’s energy performance. 

Rising said: 

“Sweden has an electricity system that is almost optimal when you consider that around 40% comes from 
nuclear power and almost 50% from hydro power. It is a clean, competitive and stable electricity system. 
To get out of that situation which every other country would dream of being in is bad news for Sweden 
and a bad example for the rest of the world.” 

Closing operating reactors will be costly for the Swedish system and will result in less investment 
resources for renewables. Sweden has one of the best records in the world on CO2 emissions per capita.” 

Prior to the 2014 election the leader of the Social Democrats, Stefan Lofven, had said that his party did 
"not intend to make any such decision" to decommission existing nuclear reactors. 

However, Gustav Fridolin, one of the Green Party’s two leaders had said "Our demand is that at least 
two reactors are decommissioned during the next legislature." 

Rising said: 

“It appears that Swedish nuclear policy is being set by a party that only gathered 6.8% of the vote, a 
share that had declined since the election in 2010. It is a policy that is out of touch with the majority of 
political parties in Sweden and out of touch with the views of the majority of the Swedish people.” 

                                                

1
 Sweden Faces Future Without Nuclear; World Nuclear News 1 October 2014: http://www.world-nuclear-

news.org/NP-Sweden-faces-future-without-nuclear-01101401.html 

2
 Swedish Greens want two-party government with Social Democrats, nuclear possible hurdle; Reuters September 6, 

2014: http://www.worldenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/2013-Energy-Sustainability-Index-VOL-2.pdf 
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Background information3 
 
1. In 2012, Sweden generated 165 billion kWh, of which 63.5 billion kWh (38.5%) was from nuclear and 79 

billion kWh (48%) from hydro. Wind and solar provided 7.2 TWh (4%) and various fossil fuels 5 TWh (3%) 

and biofuels & waste 11 TWh (6.5%).  

 

2. In May 2011 a Novus poll4 (N=1000) commissioned by the KSU showed 33% support for continuing to use 

nuclear power and replace existing reactors, 36% for continuing to use existing reactors and 24% wanting 

to phase out by political edict.  In May 2013, a new Novus poll showed 38% support for continuing to use 

nuclear power and replace existing reactors, 30% for continuing to use existing reactors and 21% wanting 

to phase out. This changed little to October 2013, with figures 35%, 33% and 22% respectively.  

 May 
2011 

May 
2013 

Oct 2013 

Use existing nuclear power plants and then 
replace existing reactors 

33% 38% 35% 

Use existing nuclear power plants 36% 30% 33% 

Political phase out nuclear power 24% 21% 22% 

Total supporting use of existing nuclear 
power plants 

69% 68% 68% 

 

3. A 1980 referendum canvassed three options for phasing out nuclear energy, but none for maintaining it. A 

clear majority of voters favoured running the existing plants and those under construction as long as they 

contributed economically, in effect to the end of their normal operating lives. Parliament decided to 

embargo further expansion of nuclear power and aim for closing the 12 plants by 2010 if new energy 

sources were available realistically to replace them. 

 

Early in 1997, an agreement was forged between the Social Democrats and two of the other parties which 

resulted in a decision to close the two Barsebäck units commissioned in 1975 and 1977. They were closed 

in 1999 and 2005 respectively. The remaining ten reactors could continue to operate beyond 2010. 

 

In February 2009, the Swedish coalition government said it planned to abolish the act banning 

construction of new nuclear reactors. This was approved by Parliament in June 2010, though construction 

would only be at existing sites and to replace the present ten units. In mid-2012 Vattenfall applied to SSM 

to build two new reactors at Ringhals or Forsmark, though it made clear that a decision on construction 

was up to ten years off, with the power being required after 2025.  

 

The World Nuclear Association (WNA) is the trade body that represents the global nuclear industry. Its 

mission is to promote a wider understanding of nuclear energy among the public, politicians and decision 

makers; to provide trustworthy, comprehensive and easy to access information and enable industry 

cooperation on economic, environmental and safety issues. 

Contact: Jonathan Cobb +44 (0)20 7451 1536, press@world-nuclear.org 
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  Nuclear Energy in Sweden: http://www.world-nuclear.org/info/Country-Profiles/Countries-O-S/Sweden/ 

4
 http://www.analys.se/EngOpinion.htm 
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